
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING & BUDGET WORKSHOP 

OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2020 AT 1:30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 1:32 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the Special Meeting & Budget Workshop to order at 1 :32 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Cunningham gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Goldberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Cunningham, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon 
Absent: Council Member Schue - he arrived for the meeting at 1 :38 p.m. 

Council Member Schue arrived for the meeting at 1 :38 p.m. 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Kiki 
Tunnell, Finance Manager; Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director; Nicci Collier, 
Public Works Administrative Assistant; Pam Shirley, Magistrate; Michelle Kaufman, 
Recreation Coordinator; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

BUSINESS: 

FOURTH OF JULY FIREWORKS - Reconsideration of fireworks for July 4, 2020. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that when we acted on this in our last meeting, regarding 
the fireworks and the show and our normal activities in the Park, the main issue was, of 
course, the activities and the concern that we had about social distancing and the issues 
that we just felt like we could not control. He said in that, we had not notified the fireworks 
people; there was a concern that we would not be able to get any fireworks in time anyway 
because we normally have quite an advance notice to the company that we work with. 
He said there were issues related to financing and such, but that was really more in 
consideration of where we go with the budget process, which we are going to talk about 
a little later. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it is true that we have the $5,000 in for this year; so, even 
though we have the monies in for this year, we would not be able to receive the fireworks 
until about the 2nd of July, so from an accounting standpoint, it will show on the books as 
next year because of when we will receive them. He said we will still have the cash 
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available to be able to go ahead and proceed; we will account for it in the budget as far 
as next year for the bookkeeping. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that the company that we work with is really hurting; 
there have been a lot of cancelations of fireworks this year because there have been a 
lot of cancelations of Fourth of July celebrations. He said because of that, this company 
started calling previous clients saying, 'can we do something, can we work something out 
with you.' He said Nicci, who is the contact there, said, "Well, let's check into it, we only 
have $5,000 to work with, and we probably cannot give you an answer immediately." 
Town Manager Ferguson noted that he, Nicci, and Emmett spoke and decided let see 
what we can do. He said we got an offer from them and in that offer, they can do a 
fireworks show for us for $5,000; it will be a little smaller; the effects that we had last year 
were 459, and this year there would only be 327 for the $5,000. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we believe we can still put on a nice fireworks show. It was 
noted that there is not to be a gathering in the Park. He said it would strictly be a fireworks 
show in the evening, and in fact, we are looking at two or three different locations at a 
higher level in Town - to be more visible to people even from their homes. He spoke of 
not having them where they were before so as not to have a gathering. He said we are 
suggesting beyond that, that wherever we may choose, if people would enjoy those 
fireworks from their cars if they cannot see them from their homes, that we would like that. 
He added, to that effect, he spoke with Dennis Vosper today and he will put together a 
program, to go along with the fireworks, of patriotic songs during the time that those are 
being shown to the public. 

Town Manager Ferguson said because of that proposal and because we can now receive 
it in a timely fashion, we would like for the Council to reconsider the position (on the 
fireworks). 

Town Manager Ferguson responded to a question noting that we have three people who 
have agreed to be certified; they will be certified before the show, but they have done it 
before. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded to a question saying we will be in touch with BLM 
as we always have; he noted it is not a requirement, it is a courtesy. 

There was a discussion of all the fires in Arizona and how dry it has been. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we coordinate with the Fire Department every year. 

There was a discussion of possible locations for the fireworks. 

Mayor Simpson called for public comment. 

The Town Clerk read two text messages received regarding the fireworks; one was from 
Kevin Hagedorn noting that he would like to see the fireworks show happen; the second 
one was from Benjamin Ruiz who concurred with Mr. Hagedorn's comment. 
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Monica Timberlake commented positively about the reconsideration of the fireworks by 
the Council; she thanked them for listening to the community. 

Council Member Goldberg elaborated on why the fireworks decision went back to the 
Council. 

Mayor Simpson noted that we are all concerned about the health of the community. 

Council Member Amon spoke about judgments and calls by the Council being critical to 
the community. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved that we reinstate the fireworks for the Fourth of July and 
authorize the Town Finance Department to issue a check so that we can have them again. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

BUDGET WORKSHOP: 

PROPOSED BUDGET OVERVIEW 

• Present & Review prepared Proposed Budget

1. Will reflect changes from Workshops of May 18, 2020 and May 19, 2020

• Review Priorities

• Discussion and direction for Tentative Budget

Town Manager Ferguson announced that most of the Department Heads were in 
attendance and prepared to talk about their budgets that have been finally adjusted by 
the Council in our last meeting. He said, in addition, they are here to talk about some of 
these things that we had previously removed because we knew it was going to be a very 
tight year. He said we were fortunate, as we have talked about previously, that we have 
now applied for the Arizona Cares Funds, and we have received a number that would 
be $432,000. He explained that because of that, it being only one-time funds, we went 
back to the list that the Council had before them earlier, and we put back in place those 
items that have been removed in order to get our budget balanced. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the first thing we have to do is very quickly go over 
a review of the Revenues, and then the Council will use the list that they have to talk 
about as we go through the different Departments. 
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Kiki Tunnell, Finance Manager, first reviewed the preliminary numbers for the State 
Shared Revenue, followed by a review of the Budgets for all the Departments. 

Town Manager Ferguson and Finance Manager Tunnell took notes on direction and 
suggestions made by the Council Members. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 4:48 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 4:48 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Special Meeting & Budget Workshop of June 17, 2020 of the Town Council 
of Quartzsite, Arizona, held on June 17, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 14th day of July 2020 

Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: J;, 
��� Norm Simpson, Mayol 
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